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Public Holidays in Germany

Dear international students,

We hope you have settled in Hamburg, Germany, and are enjoying the diversity of this wonderful city. Germany
celebrates a number of public holidays during which the university is closed and most shops, except for gas
stations and restaurants, also remain closed. We have briefly explained the most important holidays so you
can prepare accordingly.

Day of German Unity

The Day of German Unity is a national holiday celebrated on October 3rd to honor the
| | | | | | reunification of Germany in 1990, marking the conclusion of the long process of peaceful
revolution in the former GDR and the reunification of the two German states.

Reformation Day

The Reformation Day is a religious holiday celebrated on October 31st, commemorating
the start of the Reformation by Martin Luther in the 16th century. It marks the day when
':ll}' Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, sparking the
e division of the Catholic Church and initiating the

Protestant movement.

Christmas
* % . Christmas, celebrated from December 24th to 26th, is a Christian holiday cormmemorating
- >k the birth of Jesus Christ and often associated with religious ceremonies and family
traditions. It is a time of joy, reflection, and togetherness, marked by gift-giving, festive
5 tl meals, and the sharing of love and peace.
New Year's Day
% . . . .

# % New Year's Day, celebrated on January 1st, is a global holiday marking the beginning
of a new year and often associated with celebrations, resolutions, and traditions such
as fireworks.

Easter
Good Friday, on April 18th, is observed as a Christian holiday commmemorating the
\W/, crucifixion of Jesus Chirist. It is often observed as a day of mourning and reflection.
h Easter, from April 20th to 21st, celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It falls on the
2 ﬂ, first Sunday after the first full moon of spring, marking the pinnacle of the Christian

liturgical year. Easter is a festival of joy and renewal, commonly celebrated with church
services, Easter egg hunts, and other traditional customs.
Labor Day

May 1st, also known as Labor Day or May Day, is an international holiday celebrating the
achievements of the labor movement and the rights of workers. It is often celebrated
with demonstrations, rallies, and events to honor workers' rights and social solidarity.

Ascension Day

Ascension Day on May 29th is a Christian holiday that symbolizes the return of Jesus
Christ to heaven after his resurrection.

Pentecost

Pentecost from June 8th to 9th, is a Christian holiday celebrated 50 days after Easter,
marking the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of Jesus according to
Christian tradition.




